

Milton Battle of the Bats 
2026 Tournament Rules 
	




P.W.S.A/ Softball Canada playing rules in effect with the following exceptions or modifications by the tournament conveners. 


1. Proof of Age required, if requested.  Automatic forfeit of game(s) if not available. 
2. Complete team list (Roster) is to be provided prior to or at time of registration, if not already electronically sent to the appropriate co-ordinator listed below. 
3. Additional players cannot be added to the roster after the 1st game.
Note: If a player or players are not playing in the first game, they may play in subsequent games if their name is on the Roster handed in prior to the first game. 
4. Players cannot be included on 2 (two) tournament Team Rosters.
5. Players may only play with the team where their name appears on the official tournament Team Roster.
6. Umpire time is official time.
7. Teams must be ready to play 15 minutes prior to their scheduled start game time. 
8. Infield practice (on the infield between the foul lines) is not allowed.
9. Home team shall be decided by coin toss prior to each game in round robin games. 
10. Home team advantage will be offered to the highest-ranking team, in all non-round robin games.
11. The Home team is responsible for:
· Keeping the official score of the game
· Recording time of first pitch
· Reporting final score immediately after each game via a text message to 
your tournament convenors. Please include your division in the text.  Also we will try to set up a what’s app group with all the teams so we can communicate through that channel as well.
· U11 
a. Scott Gutcher – 647-283-7802
b. Alicia White -  905-691-2540
· U13
a. Nicole Bester – 905-699-8842
b. Brett Jackson – 647-205-6656
· U15 
a. Anthony Scigliano – 416-566-9976
b. Bernadette Rodrigues – 289-230-6776
· U17 
a. Bonnie Wrigglesworth – 905-805-0028
b. Lindsay Agueci – 905-302-8617

12. Both teams should verify the score, time of first pitch, and game information during regular intervals in the game.
13. All players bat in the batting line-up and unlimited defensive substitutions
a. U15 and above may elect to bat all players or bat 9 and use the DP/FLEX.  Teams must declare their intent to umpire and opposing coach prior to the game and submit lineup cards accordingly. 
b. Cannot switch to batting entire lineup after 1st pitch
14. If a player is injured or becomes ill, they will be removed from the game and their spot in the batting order will be skipped without penalty. 
15. When a player misses their turn at bat, the player cannot return to the game. 
16. A player arriving late may be added to the bottom of the batting order, providing the first round of batting has not been completed.
17. Umpire decisions are final. No Protests.
 
Game Time/Inning Guidelines:

1.  Mercy rule is in effect for all games as follows:
· 15 runs after 3 completed innings
· 10 runs after 4 completed innings (3 ½ if the home team is ahead)
· 7 runs after 5 completed innings (4 ½ if the home team is ahead), or any inning thereafter.

Round Robin Game Guidelines are as follows:
A. A game is a maximum of 7 innings, with no new inning to start after 1 hour 25 minutes. 
B. If the home team is ahead in the bottom of the 7th inning, or when no new inning can start, the game becomes official at that point and will be stopped. Runs scored in the top half of the inning will count.
C. Drop Dead will be in effect for U11 only at 1 hour and 45 minutes, the score will revert to last complete inning. 
D. Games that end in a tie, will be declared a tie and each team will be awarded 1 point for that game. 
E. Round Robin points are awarded as follows:
· Wins = 2
· Ties = 1
· Losses = 0



Time Limits:
A. Round robin games: No new inning after 1 hour 25 minutes. Mercy rules in effect. If teams are tied after seven innings, or if tied when no new inning can be started, the result will be recorded as a tie. Drop Dead will be in effect for U11 only at 1 hour and 45 minutes, the score will revert to last complete inning. 
F. Non-medal elimination games: No new inning after 1 hour 30 minutes. Mercy rules in effect. International tie-breaker if tied after seven innings or if tied when no new inning can be started. Drop Dead will be in effect for U11 only at 1 hour and 45 minutes, the score will revert to last complete inning. 
G. Medal games: Full seven inning games in U13, U15 & U17. Mercy rules in effect. International tiebreaker if tied after seven innings. Drop Dead will be in effect for U11 only at 2 hours with no new inning after 1 hour and 30 minutes, the score will revert to last complete inning. 

U11 Exceptions:
· no dropped third strike, no infield fly
· runner cannot score unless batted home, or forced home on BB, HBP, illegal pitch, etc. (i.e. runners on 1st and 3rd, runner on 1st steals, runner on 3rd cannot score if catcher attempts to throw out runner at 2nd).
· Limit of five (5) runs per inning. Any inning that commences after 70 minutes of play will be declared open. All subsequent innings will also be declared open.
· Runner cannot take lead off until the ball crosses home plate to line up with new PWSA rules for this age group.
U13 Exceptions:
· Limit of five (5) runs per inning. Any inning that commences after 60 minutes of play will be declared open. All subsequent innings will also be declared open.





Team Advancement Guidelines:

In the event of a tie after the Round Robin play, ties will be broken using the following criteria in sequence:
A) Head-to-head play (if three or more teams are tied, skip to B)
B) Run differential (maximum +/- 7 runs per game)
C) Least runs against
D) Most runs for 
E) Coin Toss

Once a tie between three or more teams is broken, further ties among the remaining teams will be broken starting again with criterion (A).

Additional Information / Considerations:

· Please ensure tournament games are on schedule.
· Please have your teams hustle on and off of the field to minimize schedule delays. 
· Please do not hold post game meetings on the field. 
· Please clear the dugouts immediately to make room for the other teams.
· Please conduct team meetings off to the side, there is ample green space.
· Please ensure respect and proper code of conduct is adhered to when dealing with players, coaches, umpires and parents.
· Tournament updates will be posted at the Concession Stand and TeamSnap Tournaments or sent via email.
· HAVE FUN!

Tournament Washout Guidelines:
· Before start of Game 1 – 100% refund 
· One (1) game completed & tournament unable to continue due to weather – 75% refund
· Two (2) games completed & tournament unable to continue due to weather – 25% refund 
· Three (3) or more games completed & tournament unable to continue due to weather – No refund 
· Medals will be awarded at discretion of Tournament Committee 
· All refunds will be processed less an administrative fee of $25 
Tournament Director reserves the right to amend the tournament format should unforeseen circumstances arise. 






Tournament Officials:

Battle of the Bats Tournament Director:  Anthony Scigliano (416) 566-9976, ascigs@hotmail.com

On-Site Coordinators:

· U11 
a. Scott Gutcher – 647-283-7802
b. Alicia White -  905-691-2540
· U13
a. Nicole Bester – 905-699-8842
b. Brett Jackson – 647-205-6656
· U15 
a. Anthony Scigliano – 416-566-9976
b. Bernadette Rodrigues – 289-230-6776
c. Chris Partynski – 647-404-6855
d. Aimee Voth - 
· U17 
a. Bonnie Wrigglesworth – 905-805-0028
b. Lindsay Agueci – 905-302-8617


We will be using TeamSnap Tournaments for game schedules, results and standings.
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